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Google Trends as a Predictor?

American Behavioral Scientist
2021, Vol. 65(4) 666680

Google Trends as a Predictor © 2020 SAGE Publcatons
Article reuse guidelines:

of Presidential Elections: The  sgepub.comjournas-permisions
2 DOI: 10.1177/0002764220975067
United States Yersus Canada

Journals. sagepub com/home/abs
Abstract

The media and election campaign managers conduct several polls in the days Ieadlng
up to the presidential elections. These preelection polls have a different prec

.
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Camilo Prad
and Carmen

article, we have taken into account the past four elections in the United States and
the past five in Canada, since Google first published its search statistics in 2004.
The results show that this method has predicted the real winner in all the elections
held since 2004 and highlights that it is necessary to monitor the next elections for
the presidency of the United States in November 2020 and to have more accurate
information on the future results.




sgm Google Trends as a Predictor (FHLICE CH)

> ZAMOIE AMzkar 0|= 9 F|LiCt CfEE = 2}
AtO|Q| EHAIE Zlolst =20 2 H,
ZAMERO| o =2 2 EXI7F 2 2004-2019, 971 AA)

Election date 10/21/2019 10/1972015 05/02/2011 10/14/2008 06/28/2004
Blue candidate Andrew Scheer Stephen Harper Stephen Harper Stephen Harper Stephen Harper
"G 00g le Trends as a Red candidate Justin Trudeau Justin Trudeau Jack Layron Stéphane Dion Paul Martin
P d . f P d . I | Month: Blue average 10 21 28 &0 44
redictor of Presidentia I Month: Red average 23 3 23 4 38
Electlons The Unlted 2 Months: Blue average 4 15 21 42 32
" 2 Months: Red average 10 27 14 24 33
States Versus Canada 3 Months: Blue average 3 12 16 3l 29
( 2 O 2 1 ) H g 21 10 18
Prediction Red Red Blue Blue Red
Winner Red Red Blue Blue Red
Blue votes (1) 121 99 166 143 99
Red vores (Il) 157 184 103 77 135

sgm Google Trends as a Predictor (O]= CH)

Table |. United States Results: Period 2004-2016.

Year 2016 2012 2008 2004 2020
Election date 11/08/2016 11/06/2012 11/04/2008 1 1/02/2004 11/03/2020
Blue candidate Hillary Clinton Barack Obama Barack Obama  John Kerry Joe Biden
Red candidate Donald Trump Mitt Romney  John McCain  George W, Bush Donald Trump
9
L o Al MEHS| of|= e
x| 40| 0|3 M Zi} S| o) )
12
x> ‘ 29
41} o= T
T pad )
Red
Blue
Blue votes (I) 306
Red votes (II) 304 206 173 286 232
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Year 18CH 19CH 20t
Election Date 2012-12-19 2017-05-09 2022-03-09
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Sl X| 2 2022 20CH C{AM ZAx
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Winner Red Blue .  Red
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